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MEDIA UPDATE
STRENGTHENING RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS

The Islamic Religious Council of Singapore (Muis) will continue in its efforts to enhance the socio-religious well-being of the Singapore Muslim community through strengthening of key institutions. These efforts will enable a wider segment of the Muslim community, especially the lower-income, elderly and disabled, to benefit from the facilities, programmes and services offered by these institutions.    
MOSQUE UPGRADING PROGRAMME (MUP) 
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Five mosques were selected for upgrading under Phase 1 of the Mosque Upgrading Programme (MUP) when it started in 2009. They were Muhajirin, Hajah Rahimabi Kebun Limau, Alkaff Upper Serangoon, An-Nur and Al-Ansar mosques. These mosques were selected based on the urgency of upgrading and the need for additional prayer spaces and facilities. Phase 1 of the MUP is from 2009 to 2013.
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Upgrading works at Muhajirin and Hajah Rahimabi Kebun Limau Mosques have since been completed. The upgrading project at An-Nur Mosque is expected to be ready by Q3 2012, while upgrading works at Alkaff Upper Serangoon and Al-Ansar Mosques are targeted to commence in Q2 and Q3 2012 respectively. In addition, Kampong Siglap Mosque was later included for upgrading as part of restoration works due to the damage caused by a fire in October 2009. The Mosque Building and Mendaki Fund (MBMF) covered about $17.35m of the total costs for MUP Phase 1.
4
Since the revision of the contribution rates for MBMF in 2010, there has been an increase in the yearly collection of MBMF from $12.6m to $16.5m. After careful study of the conditions of our mosques and the needs of the congregants, Muis has decided to bring forward Phase 2 of MUP, which was originally scheduled for 2014 to 2018. 15 mosques have been identified for upgrading under MUP Phase 2 over a period of five years from 2012 to 2016. Please see Annex A for the list of 15 mosques.
5
The selection criteria are based on the mosques’ current physical state, and the need for (i) prayer space, (ii) facilities for Islamic learning and social development and (iii) barrier-free accessibility (BFA) features. 
‘PLANNED GIVING’ TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE FUNDING FOR THE COMMUNITY
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Wakaf
 assets play an important role in the religious life of the Muslim community. Revenue from wakaf is used for the general well-being of the community. Currently, there are 99 wakafs administered by Muis, typically in the form of properties. However, the last wakaf was created in Singapore almost 20 years ago, in 1993. MUIS has been looking at how this Islamic institution can keep pace with the evolving giving landscape and growing affluence. As the community’s socio-religious needs grow, this will also provide another source of sustainable funding for more support 
8
Muis plans to revive the act of perpetual giving by creating a new wakaf through consecrating shares of Muslim estates, which will otherwise form part of the Baitumal
  Fund administered by Muis. Muis will provide an initial contribution of $3m towards this new wakaf. Revenue generated from wakaf through properties and other capital-guaranteed instruments can help fund key religious programmes notably, the Islamic Education in Singapore. 

9
This new wakaf will also make it easier for more Muslims to come forward to help build up its capital. There are two main ways for Muslims to contribute to the new wakaf. First, Muslims can pledge, as “planned giving” through their wills, up to one third of their estates to the new wakaf. This is in accordance with the Islamic inheritance law stipulated in section 111 of the Administration of Muslim Law Act (AMLA).
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Alternatively, Muslims can also choose to make outright donations during their lifetime to the new wakaf.  Muis intends to make donations and planned giving to the new wakaf easy and inclusive for the Muslim community, and will announce details of the initiative later this year.
EMPOWERING THE NEEDY THROUGH PROGRESS FUND
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 Muis’ zakat collection has increased annually by 4% to 7% over the past three years. This increase has enabled the $2.5m Progress Fund to be set up in 2010.  The purpose of the Fund is to ensure that the education, both academic and religious, of children from zakat-receiving households remains undisrupted. This additional zakat assistance supplements the help offered by existing national schemes.
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To date, about $1.6m has been expended from the Fund in the form of enrichment workshops, subsidies for school fees and other school-related expenses for aLIVE classes, mosque madrasah as well as full-time madrasahs. About 2,363 students have benefitted from these subsidies last year. Muis is committed to continue providing similar subsidies this year. Please see Annex B for profile of a family who has benefitted from Progress Fund. 
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Muis will top up an additional $2.0m to the Progress Fund this year, bringing the amount to $2.9m. This will provide more help should there be an economic slowdown later this year. Muis will also place a high priority in enhancing the employability of poor and needy Muslims by setting aside a $300,000 grant for skills upgrading under the Progress Fund. 
ASSISTANCE TO FULL-TIME MADRASAHS
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Muis provides assistance to all full-time madrasahs, in the form of the PSLE grants as well as teacher training. Last year, Muis expended $204,600 for the PSLE-ready package to better equip madrasah students for the PSLE. Muis also sponsors training and development programmes for madrasah teachers. Please see Annex C for Muis’ assistance to madrasahs.  
* * * * * *

MAJLIS UGAMA ISLAM SINGAPURA

6 March 2011

_____________________________________________________________
For further information, please contact Ms Mazlena Bte Ahmad Mazlan at 63591431 or e-mail Mazlena@muis.gov.sg. 

ANNEX A
List of mosques identified for Mosque Upgrading Programme (MUP) Phase 2.
	Category/ Mosque Type
	Mosques

	MBF
	· Al-Amin 
· Al-Khair 
· Al-Istiqamah
· Al-Muttaqin 
· Darul Aman
· Darul Ghufran 
· En-Naeem


	Non – MBF 
	· Al-Falah

· Hj Md Yusoff
· Hj Md Salleh (G)
· Jamiyah Ar-Rabitah
· Malabar 
· Sallim Mattar
· Sultan
· Wak Tanjong



ANNEX B
HUMAN INTEREST STORY
“Beneficiary of Progress Fund (Islamic Education – Needy Student Grant)”

	S/N
	Items
	Details

	1
	Name of client
	Rafida Binte Hamsah

	2
	Age 
	50

	· Madam Rafida is a single parent and sole breadwinner who has 5 school-going children. Working as a food handling supervisor, she earns a gross income of $880 a month.

· Her children Farah, Amira, Md Riduan, Md Khairul and Md Noor live with her in a 2-room HDB rental flat at Marine Terrace. The children aged 11 to 18 regularly attend part-time madrasah at Darul Aman Mosque. 

· Madam Rafida’s children benefit from the Needy Students Grant Scheme, which subsidises almost 85% of their monthly madrasah fees and 100% of their miscellaneous fees which include books, uniforms and other materials.

· For 2011, each of her children received a subsidy amounting to $400 to assist them in pursuing Islamic religious knowledge. 
· Despite her financial difficulties, Madam Rafida is committed to ensure that her children’s education (including religious education) is not disrupted.


ANNEX C 

MUIS’ ASSISTANCE TO ALL MADRASAHS

PSLE Grant

1
The PSLE-ready package was introduced in 2007 to better equip all Madrasah students for their first sitting of the PSLE in 2008. All Primary 5 and Primary 6 Madrasah students receive this funding which can be used for PSLE-related workshops and supplementary learning activities. The amount expended over the past 5 years is as follows:
	YEAR
	No of P5 & P6 Students
	Amount Allocated

	2007
	807
	$121,050 ($150/student)

	2008
	753
	$225,900 ($300/student)

	2009
	758
	$227,400 ($300/student)

	2010
	700
	$210,000 ($300/student)

	2011
	682
	$204,600 ($300/student)


TEACHER’S TRAINING

2
Since 2003, Muis has collaborated with the Edith Cowan University (ECU) of Australia and the National Institute of Education (NIE) to train Madrasah teachers. These programmes are meant to better equip the teachers for curriculum and pedagogy development, and to improve their skills and knowledge in the teaching and learning process. MUIS has sponsored the training of:
a) 75 teachers for ECU’s Diploma in Education programme;

b) 21 teachers for the Specialist Diploma in English, Mathematics & Science programme by NIE

c) 78 teachers for NIE Specialist Diploma in Teaching & Learning programme. 23 teachers are currently attending the programme’s 4th cohort. The fifth cohort is due to be held in the 2nd quarter of 2012. 
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Madrasah teachers have also benefited from various workshops and professional training programmes under MUIS sponsorship such as:

a) NIE’s Management and Leadership in School Programme ( 18 teachers)

b) NIE’s Leaders in Education Programme – International (14 principals & teachers)
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Since 2008, Muis has provided $804,791 for teachers’ training which includes both the structured programmes run in partnership with NIE and ECU and workshops and seminars.

SHARING SESSIONS

5
In 2011, Muis organized several sharing sessions for all madrasahs as follows;
a) sharing on 2010 PSLE best practices;

b) sharing and discussion on 2010 PSLE results;

APEX MENTORSHIP PROGRAMME

6
The Apex Mentorship Programme started in 2008 with 26 aspiring undergrads from the various tertiary institutes, who were keen to provide academic help to the Madrasahs in Singapore. Currently, the Apex Programme is running in three Madrasahs namely Madrasah Al-Irsyad Al-Islamiah, Madrasah Al-Arabiah Al-Islamiah and Madrasah Wak Tanjong Al-Islamiah. The weekly 3-hour mentoring program implemented thus far has benefited students through the small student mentor ratio. MUIS has also sponsored a 3-day PSLE-readiness camp that the APEX Mentors organized for these Madrasah students in June 2011.
� Wakaf is the permanent dedication by a Muslim of any movable or immovable property for any purpose recognised by the Muslim law as pious, religious or charitable.


� Baitulmal is akin to a Public Treasury for the Muslim community, and it serves to fund community projects and ensure the welfare of the community.


In Singapore, the Islamic Religious Council of Singapore (Muis) acts as a trustee and administers the Baitulmal.  
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